
WHY CANT WE JUST ENJOY FOLKS

Philippians 1:3-1:11 
In the first chapter of Philippians, Paul starts right off talking about relationships. That is because relationships are important. If relationships are bad – life is bad – life stinks. If relationships are strained – emotions are strained. Life in itself is difficult enough – but when you add relationship problems into the mix – problems just seem to compound. Problems with people can kill the joy in your life. Follow along with me as I read from Philippians chapter one:

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; just as it is right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace. For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” Philippians 1:3-11 (NKJV)

What does it take to enjoy the people in your life? Here are four keys:

1. Be THANKFUL for the people in your life

Look at what Paul wrote in verse eight:

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of Not every memory in my life is a good memory. Not every experience in my life has been a good experience. I am sure it is the same for you. But I need to be thankful that God has placed people in life to help me grow. God is big enough to take the good stuff and work it for my benefit – but He is also big enough to take the bad stuff and work it for my benefit too. You all remember Romans chapter eight verse twenty eight don’t you? Follow along with me as I read:

“We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God: those who are called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28you.”  If you want to enjoy others, you’ve got to focus on their strengths and not their weaknesses. With some people it takes a lot of creativity. But you can find something good in everybody.

Point number two:

2. PRAY for the people in your life

Paul tells us: 

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy.” Philippians 1:3-4 (NKJV)

Paul prayed for the Philippians.
Folks – if you want a relationship to change from bad to good – start praying for the other person. This will do two things: 

1. Change your attitude toward the person
2. Change them

Positive praying is much more powerful than positive thinking. People may resist our advice. They may reject our appeals. They may not listen to our suggestions. They may put a hedge around our help – but they are powerless against our prayers.
Four things Paul prays for other people. You can pray these for people in your life and you can know that your prayer will be answered because this is what God wants in people’s lives - they are God’s will. They are in the Bible. 

A. Pray that they will grow in LOVE with Wisdom. 

Paul says that he prays that their “love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment.” (verse 9)

All of us could use more love for one another – and also know how to show it in wisdom. Paul prays that love may abound – increase – with knowledge and discernment.

B. Pray that they may have Spiritual DISCERNMENT.

“that you may approve the things that are excellent” (verse 10)

One thing that people need is spiritual discernment. We all need to figure out what is good and what is bad. We need to find those things that are “excellent” – the best – superior - and hold them up as our standards of living. Everyone needs spiritual discernment in their lives – pray for that in the people you know.

C. Pray that they may grow in HOLINESS.

“that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ” (verse 10)

Holiness includes being honest – sincere – non-offensive – pure. Every believer should what these qualities in their lives – and we should pray for each other that these qualities be displayed in our daily living.

D. Pray that they will be spiritually PRODUCTIVE.

“being filled with the fruits of righteousness” (verse 11)

All of us should want to have a productive life – to make an impact on this world in a positive way. Pray for people that they will be spiritually productive.

Paul says if you want to enjoy people in your life, you first must be grateful for the good and then you practice positive praying.

Not only should you be thankful for the people in your life and pray for them ,THE THIRD POINT:
3. Be PATIENT with the people in your life 

Most things in life take T – I – M – E. Positive relationships with people are no exception.

But Paul looked at people’s future and not just at their past. He looked at their potential and was patient with their progress. Look at what he says in verse six. Follow along with me as I read:

“He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6 (NKJV)

Paul says what God starts, God finishes. What God started in your life at salvation He will bring it eventually to completion. God does not leave things – half done. He brings it to completion.  WE MUST BE THANKFULL for people we must pray for people we must be patient with people and My fourth point is “


4. LOVE the people in your life 

      vs#7 BECAUSE I HAVE YOU IN MY HEART


I have discovered that if people are not on my heart – they get on my nerves. Peter tell us this:

“Above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins." 1 Peter 4:8 (NKJV)

You can put up with an awful lot of stuff – if you love the person. 
By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 1 John 3:16 (NKJV)

Jesus loved us so much that He gave His life for us. Shouldn’t that make us strive to love other people? Life is too short to not enjoy the people in your life. If you don’t learn to enjoy the people that God has placed around you in your life you will be miserable. As Paul begins this great book about joy he starts off by talking about how we can enjoy people. People will rob your joy unless you learn how to respond to them the way Jesus did.


